
THE STRANGE STORY OF A PLACE CALLED

Lily of the Valley—an oasis in a forest of brick
Echo March 22, 1966

YOU might think that this was a scene from a quiet rural part of Dorset, You'd be wrong; 
it's in the centre of bustling, urban Southbourne.

Few people in Bournemouth know its location, this place which is called Lily of the Valley; 
two thatched cottages with roses growing round the door, an oasis in a desert.

It is a strange story, this; the story of a man who acquired squatter's rights to a piece of land 
and named it with a nameplate of a 19th century ship—the Lily of the Valley—he found as he 
walked along the beach.

These two picturesque relics of a rural era in the history of Bournemouth were once cottages 
for labourers who worked on the old Stourfield Farm. 

The land and the cottages were bought 56 years age by Albert Cox, who came here as a 
young man of 21 and watched cows milked where there is now a forest of brick.

Peach trees grow up the side of the white stone, clay and straw walls that were built over 
200 years ago, long before Bournemouth was thought of by Squire Tregonwell, although they may 
have seen him go by on his white horse dreaming of a place where he could build a home for his 
ailing wife.

Several years ago Mr. Cox explained to a colleague: "Years ago a man came along here and 
found a cottage empty and just squatted here, He acquired squatter's rights I bought the property 
from his executors."

The cottages are situated off the beaten track in a quiet, unknown corner of Bournemouth.

                                                   More memories of 'Lily-of-the-Valley'

MY reference in this column earlier this week about the strange history of the Southbourne 
cottages known as Lily of the Valley led to two readers giving me further background to the old 
thatched cottages.

Mrs. Kathleen Miller, of Shillito - road, Parkstone, says that her great-great grandfather lived 
there with his two daughters in 1820.



"One of the daughters, Sarah Farwell, started a day school and a Sunday School, which was 
held in the cottage kitchen.

"By 1834, the Pokesdown Congregational Church, which had been holding services there, 
decided to build a place that would hold 50-60 people. The villagers put up a mud and thatch 
building; later, the foundation stone of the present church was laid in 1857.

"After the death of Sarah Farwell ,and her sister, Admiral Popham said he would like the 
cottages but the deal fell through and they became derelict."

Mrs. H. Storey, of Stourvale-road, Pokesdown, tells me that the man who found the Lily of 
the Valley nameplate of  the 19th century ship on the beach was  George  Dorey—her great 
grandfather. 

[Date unknown]

A   BULLDOZER  roared into action on Thursday and  a  bit of  old Southbourne collapsed  in  a 
cloud of dust.

The two picturesque thatched cottages known as Lily of the Valley, pictured above, are no 
more.

The area they occupied, once described as being an oasis in a forest of brick, is to be 
redeveloped.

Few people knew of their existence; even fewer of their location in Sandy-lane off Sunnyhill 
- road. They were surrounded on all sides by Victorian  villas  so this wasn't surprising.

Lamenting the passing of this link with early Bournemouth—they once formed part of the 
old Pokesdown village—Mr. R. L. P. Jowitt, president of the Hampshire Field Club and 
Archaeological Society says:

"A friend of mine, who was born and brought up in the neighbourhood, had never heard of 
them until a week ago."

It was sad, he adds, that they could not be preserved as both a picturesque and valuable link 
with the past Those who knew the cottages would probably agree with his sentiments.

The cottages once housed labourers who worked on the old Stourfield Farm. And how did 
they get such an enchanting name?

Many years ago a man acquired the piece of land on which they stood as squatter's rights. 
Then, walking along the beach one day, he found the nameplate of a 19th century ship. It was Lily 
of the Valley ...

The cottages, together with other parcels of land adjoining, have been sold by Lawrences, 
the  West  Southbourne estate agents for development  to  a local builder  who  is to erect houses on 
the site. 


